








The beautiful church adorned with flowers during the
celebration.

The main celebrant at the center - Fr. John Amornkit
joined by the pastor - Fr. Suwat, at the extreme left

and the visiting priests.

FEAST DAY OF
OUR LADY OF
GRACE

KHAO LAK, PHANG-NGA
NOVICE KOLTAWAT

Khao Lak, Phang-nga Province. Last
February 29, 2020, the novitiate
community and Fr. Paul, Superior of
Phuket community participated the
feast day of the Church of Our
Lady of All Graces in Khao Lak,
Phang-nga Province.

Fr. John Amorkit Prompakdee, the
vigar of the diocese, presided the
mass in honor of Mother Mary of all
Graces. In his homily he described
the rich history and the community
of the church. He mentioned that
church was built in honor of the
people, Catholics and non-Catholics
who perished during the Tsunami
disaster in December 2003. Five
years after the incident, in 2008, a
foundation stone was laid to offi-
cially build the church and was com-
pleted in 2012. On the same year
after the incident a social welfare
center was founded also alongside
the building of the church, which
becomes now the center for pasto-
ral and social action of the diocese
of Surathani.

Fr. John Amorkit invited the people
to ponder of the Word of God, help-
ing people, do social and pastoral
action, the same way Jesus did and
has set us an example. After the
mass the blessing and offering of
flowers to our Lady tool place.
During meal students from a youth
center entertained the attendees
with their performances.

The Pastor, Fr. Suwat thanked all
the people who participated in thier
simple celebration. We also thanked
him for inviting us in the celebra-
tion.




RECOLLECTION WITH FR. PETER PAKPOOM

NOVICE ELIAS

Recollection is a little getaway from reality. It is the act of recollecting or recall-
ing to memory the graced moments in our lives, giving us encouragement and re-
freshment. It is a time to reflect on these graced moments and be able to thank
and praise the Lord for these moments.

It was a pleasant Tuesday, last February 11, we had our monthly recollection with
Fr. Peter Pakpoom in our chapel here in the novitiate. The topic for our recollec-
tion was about “Forgiveness”. Fr. Peter began our recollection with a short video
clip about forgiveness. Forgiveness is the greatest gift that we can receive which
is the lesson of the clip. “When forgiveness is properly understood, it is much
easier to desire, give and receive”, Fr. Peter Pakpoom instructed us. “When it
is not properly understood, forgiveness can be seen as a confusing and heavy
burden and, therefore, as something undesirable”, he continues. Forgiveness it is
not just a kindness to others but quietly it is a kindness to ourselves, the final
message of the clip tells us.

As soon as we finished our recollection, we continued with confession with Fr.
Peter and thanked him for a wonderful and meaningful recollection with his pres-
ence. After joining us at lunch he went back to Phang-nga province where he is
presently assigned.
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LENTENRECLLECTION WITH FR. FERDINANDO RONCONI
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NOVICE DAMIAN

On March 9, 2020, our community of
Stigmata Novitiate Phuket held a Lenten
Recollection activity together with Fr.
Ferdinando Ronconi. Fr. Ferdinando is a
Stigmatine missionary priest from ltaly
who has been here for more than 30
years already, working as a pastor in
one of the churches here in Phuket.

In this recollection, Fr. Ferdinando
talked about a number of things related
to Lenten season, but he focused his
discussion on Lenten liturgy. He also ex-
plained to us the meaning of the Lenten
celebration and also the liturgical col-
ours and time of its use in the liturgy.
For instance, the red color means; The
Outpouring of the Blood and the Fire of
God's Love. Time of use on; Palm
Sunday, Good Friday, Pentecost, Holy
Martyrs and Chrism Mass. Green means;
Fertility and Hope for life. When to use
it on; Ordinary Period | and Ordinary
Period Il. Yellow has a meaning of Joy
and Purity of the Soul. Time of use on;
Christmas and Easter Period, and the
Feast of God (not His Passion) and
Saints are not Martyrs. Black has mean-
ing; Signs of Death and Grief. Time of
use on; Warnings of the Souls of the
Believers and the Requiem Mass. Purple
means; Introspection, repentance, sacri-
fice, and preparation. Time of use on;
Advent and Lent can be charged for fu-
neral Mass and Spirit Mass.

Therefore, in this Lenten season, priests
always wear purple stoles and chasuble and
all liturgical equipment are always purple.
This means that we must be introspective,
repentant, able to sacrifice and prepared.

Fr. Ferdinando, in speaking further said,
that the liturgy was like a mother. In the
sense that the Liturgy is a central element
in the Catholic Church. Fr. Ferdinando also
stressed that many of us ask questions
about Jesus and many make spiritual activi-
ties, but there are still many who do not
believe in Jesus Christ. But he said that lit-
urgy has such great strength that it helps
us to know Jesus Christ. With liturgy we
can know more deeply and walk with Jesus
Christ, but if there is no liturgy, we do not
know Jesus and do not walk with Him.

To us who are practicing the season of
Lent he said: Never choose a penance that
you can’t do. Choose a penance that you
can no matter how big or small, hard or
easy as long as you can do it, you are ful-
filling the duty of a practicing Christian.

After the recollection a confession was

held, and we thanked him for facilitating
our Lenten recollection.
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CELEBRATE THE RESURRECTION

GREETINGS FROM ALL OF US HERE IN THE NOVITIATE
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